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TWO JOHN SMITHS. 

There were two prominent John Smiths living in Virginia 
about 1660, in regard to whom some confusion had resulted. In 
an article on the Bernard family in Quarterly, V., 63, it is 
shown that Richard Bernard, of Buckinghamshire, England, pat- 
ented 1,000 acres in Gloucester County, and that in 1662, his 
widow, Anna Bernard, whose maiden name was Corderoy, was 
living at "Purton" on York River with her daughter, Anna 
Smith. There can be little doubt that this daughter was the wife 
of the first John Smith, of "Purton" (Portan, Poetan, Powhatan), 
ancestor of a well-known family, who resided for many years at 
that place now identified as the site of Powhatan's chief town 
Poetan or Werococomoco, where, in 1607, another and more 
famous John Smith was saved by Pocahontas. 

As evidence of this marriage of Anna Bernard to John Smith, 
a John Smith was numbered among the headrights of Richard 
Bernard in 1652, and in 1662 John Smith witnessed a deed of 
Mrs. Anna Bernard, of "Purton." 

The following year (1663), as Beverley, the historian informs 
us, a plot was disclosed to the public by a servant of "Mr. Smith, 
of Purton." 

So much seems certain; but the article in the magazine ap- 
pears in error in attempting to identify John Smith, of "Purton," 
with Major John Smith, of Warwick County, who was Speaker 
of the House of Burgesses in 1658. The fact is, there is nothing 
to show that John Smith, of "Purton," attained the military title 
of major, as early as 1658, though he was a major in 1665. 
There was another John Smith, who, in 1654, purchased land in 
Upper Machodock Neck, Westmoreland County (afterwards 
Stafford Co.), but does not appear to have resided there at that 
time. He was known as Major John Smith, though his true name 
was Francis Dade. He had issue living in 1651, Francis, Mary 
and Anna Dade. 
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Other children were born later. His wife was named Beheth- 
land Bernard, and there are facts which appear to identify them 
both with Warwick County. There was a Capt. Thomas Bernard 
resident in Warwick, who might have been her father, and in the 
Westmoreland records there are certain deeds which point the 
family to a Warwick origin. Thus on January 20, 1659-1660, 
Major John Smith and Behethland, his wife, "of Potomack," 
made a power of attorney to Major Edward Griffith, of Mulberry 
Island, in the county of Warwick. Then, on December 29, 1663, 
Edward Griffith and Elizabeth, his wife, of Mulberry Island in 
James River, assign to Francis Dade, son of Major Francis Dade, 
deceased, all their right in a patent of land in Westmoreland Co., 
and in case of his death they gave their interest to his brothers 
and sisters, and in case of their decease, the land was devised to 
Mrs. Behethland Dade, relict of said Major Francis Dade. 

Major Smith, alias Dade, died on a return voyage from Eng- 
land in 1662. He was then known by the name of Francis Dade; 
and as, up to the restoration of Charles II., he called himself Smith 
and immediately after was known as Dade, the sudden change is 
very suggestive. He was doubtless a cavalier who had been 
implicated in one or more of the royalist plots previous to his 
coming to Virginia — a fact which had rendered it prudent for him 
to assume an alias. 

After Major Dade's death, his widow married Major Andrew 
Gilson and had a daughter, Behethland (born in 1666, died 
October, 1693), who married Nehemiah Stork and had a daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth, born 1687, who married Captain Thomas Newton 
in 1702. Behethland Stork married, secondly, Capt. Samuel 
Oldham. 

Though the two John Smiths married two Misses Bernard, 
it is not known that either couple was directly related. 

(See Quarterly IV., 46 ; V., 62-64 ; XIII., 146, 147, 289, 290 ; 
Virginia Magazine, XX., 326; Hayden, Genealogies, 731-734', 
Barradall's Reports, Armistead vs. Newton.) 



